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LEGISLATIVE VICTORY FOR TRUMP 


Senate passes huge tax cut 


Procedural snafu means House will have to 
vote again, but the bill’s victory seems assured 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Jubilant Republi- 
cans pushed on early Wednesday 
to the verge of the most sweeping 
rewrite of the nation’s tax laws in 
more than three decades, a deeply 


unpopular bill they insist Ameri- 
cans will learn to love when they 
see their paychecks in the new 
year. President Donald Trump 
cheered the lawmakers on, eager 
to claim his first major legislative 
victory. 

The Senate narrowly passed 
the legislation on a party-line 


vote, 51-48, after midnight, hours 
after the GOP rammed it through 
the House, 227-203. But it wasn’t 
the final word in Congress be- 
cause of one last hiccup. 

Three provisions in the bill, in- 
cluding its title, violated Senate 
rules, forcing the Senate to vote 
to strip them out. 

So the massive bill was hauled 
back across the Capitol for the 
House to revote Wednesday, and 

TAX BILL » PAGE 6 


WHAT'S IN, WHAT'S 
OUT, WHAT'S NEXT? 


Details on last-minute 
changes, effects of 
bill, legislative process. 
PAGE A6 


House Speaker Paul 
Ryan called the vote “a 
good day for workers.” 


JACQUELYN MARTIN — 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


ACE, CALTRAIN, AMTRAK 


Delayed rail 
safety system 
on way here 


Local trains must use innovation not 
yet in place for Washington derailment 


‘ROADS JUST CAN’T HANDLE THE CAPACITY’ 


"MEGA TUNEUP FOR 
BAY AREA TRANSIT 


Visionary: Proposed $3 bridge toll bump could be first step toward 
comprehensive measure leading to dream solutions for nightmare traffic 


By Erin Baldassari 
ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com 


An innovative safety system that some say 
could have prevented the deadly train derail- 
ment near Tacoma is on its way to more Bay 
Area railways as soon as next 
Ca MORE 

Federal officials have con- INSIDE 
firmed that an Amtrak train Probe exam- 
was hurtling more than twice ines whether 
the speed limit when it derailed, Amtrak con- 
crashing onto a highway below quetor was 
and killing at least three people. distracted. 

If a federally-mandated system pace a3 
known as Positive Train Con- 

trol had been in place, the accident might have 
been avoided. 

The Altamont Corridor Express (ACE) plans 
to begin testing the system next summer. It is 
one of three Bay Area train operators, along 
with Caltrain and Amtrak, required to use train 
control. Amtrak did not respond to questions 
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End of an era: Silicon Valley eatery 
closing doors to make way for housing 


JEFF DURHAM — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP 


WHAT THE SOLUTION MIGHT LOOK LIKE 


By Erin Baldassari 
ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Imagine a Bay Area with high- 
ways that flow instead of grind to 
a halt. With trains that ring the 
bay, some running 24 hours a day. 
With ferries that stop at more than 
a handful of terminals and auton- 
omous buses cruising in their own 
lanes, blasting past cars on the free- 
way. 

If that sounds like a fantasy, just 
wait. The dream may be closer to re- 
ality than you think. 

A coalition of Bay Area business 
leaders represented by the Silicon 
Valley Leadership Group and the 
Bay Area Council, along with the 
urban planning think tank SPUR, 
says that dream is the answer to 


a 
KARL MONDON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Nan Brown serves lunch to a table of Infinera 
employees at the Lion & Compass restaurant. 


Lion & Compass 
was hangout for 
high-tech hotshots 


By Linda Zavoral 


lzavoral@bayareanewsgroup.com 


COURTESY OF JEFF HELLER — HELLER MANUS ARCHITECTS 
A new “Southern Crossing,” either a tunnel or bridge, would aid a major 
expansion of BART and Caltrain. A new tube could include BART and Caltrain; a 
new bridge could carry Caltrain, high-speed rail or both, along with cars. 


traffic congestion on Bay Area 
roads, which grew 84 percent be- 
tween 2010 and 2016. The average 
commuter now spends more than 29 
hours a year slogging through high- 
ways at speeds of 35 mph or slower. 
“People are wasting hours of their 
life in traffic,” said Gabriel Metcalf, 
the president and CEO of SPUR. 
“Conversations started all over the 
Bay Area asking the question, can 
TRANSIT » PAGE 6 


TOLL To 
E Calaveras 


It’s time to carve out room for a new exhibit 
on the history of Silicon Valley. 

With two objects — a stock ticker tape that 
highlighted the high- -tech industry’s successes 
and a stained-glass image of a Wank to take 
lion holding a compass — you 

a last look? 
can tell the story of a legendary 

SEE PAGE A7 
Sunnyvale restaurant. It’s one 
that has stood witness to thousands of power- 
broker discussions, hiring interviews, IPO par- 
ties — and multimillion-dollar deals. 

After 35 years, the Lion & Compass will close 


Friday, and the corner where its dining rooms, 
imported English bar and tropical garden now 

sit will become high-density housing. 
Many of the biggest names in the technol- 
RESTAURANT » PAGE 7 


d x 
LAURA A. ODA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
A vast network of toll lanes would 
crisscross the region, with buses 
likely sharing the lanes. 


DAN HONDA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Dramatically expanded ferry service 
would ring the bay and provide 
improved access to the North Bay. 


Online extra: Listen to report- 

er Erin Baldassari’s conversa- 
tion with architect Jeff Heller at 
www.bayareane.ws/megameasure 
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